
“And Jesus, when He came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion 
toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and He began to 
teach them many things.” Mark 6:34

This verse comes from the account of Jesus feeding the five thousand. That description 
of the events alone is a reminder that we naturally focus on the miracle Jesus 
performed on the hillside that day. But Jesus’s compassion for the crowd did not begin 
the moment the children began to cry out in hunger. Nor was His miracle the only act of 
compassion that day. Rather His compassion was chiefly connected to the spiritual 
condition of the crowd, and before He fed their bellies He fed their souls with the words 
from His lips.

My family and I recently “saw much people.”

In January, we travelled to India to witness the VBS ministry 
carried out by Sam & Becca Gunti and the GLM staff. The 
four day VBS consisted of three days of “smaller” meetings 
at 18 centers in towns and villages around the city of Ieeja. 
On the final day, a large tent structure was set up in a 
farmer’s field and around 20,000 children gathered for the 
finale! 

On the night before this final gathering, many cooks gathered to 
start preparing the food that would be served to the children 
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before they headed home. 
We thank the Lord for 

t h e s e m a n y w h o 
served the physical 
needs of the crowd, 
but we rejoice even 
more that it wasn’t 
t h e o n l y a c t o f 
c o m p a s s i o n w e 

witnessed. Each day 
hundreds of Christian 

staff members served 
these children by sharing 

God’s Word through Bible 
lessons, stories and songs. 

BVI has partnered with the Gunti’s for 
several years by providing these 
resources which are printed in India 
in the formats they need. The 
materials are further utilized in 
regular Bible clubs and other 
ministries like a boarding school and 
slum schools in Hyderabad. 

Thank you for your prayers and investments  
in BVI that help us to help others in this way. 

TO WATCH A VIDEO REPORT ON THE 
LUTTMANN’S TIME IN INDIA GO TO:
www.biblevisuals.org/Luttmanns

MATERIALS ON THE MOVE 
CEF of Hungary will be using 

our story “A Miracle for 
Samuelito” in their summer 
ministries in Hungary, 
Serbia, Romania and the 
Ukraine. 


Club DJ (David & 
Jonathan) will be using 
BVI Bible lessons and 
stories this summer in 
their outreach to the 
children of Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, Canada. 


Club DJ is also helping to 
launch 50 Bible clubs this fall in 

Cuba. (Read page 3 for 
sponsorship opportunities)


A ministry partner in China 
recently received BVI lesson 
and story files that will be 
used to create ebooks and 

video lessons for distribution 
through open channels in that 

country. 


In March, a shipment of materials from 
our Church Plant Assistance Program was sent 
to assist a church in Mumias, Kenya. 


During “Freebruary” last month, over 600 
downloads went to ministry partners worldwide 
including places like Israel, the Philippines, 
Peru, New Zealand, Serbia and Nigeria.   
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Thank you to those who gave last fall 
during the ExtraGive. We received just 
over $30,000 in donations through this 
one day event. 
The majority of the opportunities you read 
above do not provide income to BVI, so 
your gifts are critical to our operation and 
continued service to ministry partners! 

(Continued from page 1)
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NEW CATALOG AVAILABLE 

Our new catalog is now available! If 
you need a print copy, contact us 
and we’ll send one your way. 


You can also access a digital copy 
by visiting www.biblevisuals.org/
viewcatalog


A special thanks to Melody Mayer 
for her work in putting this resource 
together.

MONDAY 
•Pray for our staff’s physical strength and daily 

dependence upon God as we carry out the work of the 
ministry. 

•Pray for us as we consider candidates for a new staff 
position. Pray for clear leading and provision.  

TUESDAY  
•Pray for wisdom as we continue to work out details of 

more licensing agreements of BVI materials abroad. 
•Pray for God to provide the funds for the Bible clubs in 

Cuba (see above).   
WEDNESDAY 
•Pray for our illustrators Bethany and Olivia Moy as they 

work on the illustrations for the David Brainerd story.  
•Pray for illustrator “S” who is a Christian working in a 

closed country. Praise God that he is able to work on 
BVI projects in this environment. 

THURSDAY 
•Praise the Lord for a new regular volunteer, Dave 

Bazzell, who is assisting with several computer 
projects. 

•Praise the Lord for a new illustrator, Kristen Hall, who is 
doing a great job on colorizing “To God Be the Glory.” 

•Join us in praying for at least six new church 
partnerships this year that will help sustain the ministry 
financially.   

FRIDAY 
•Pray for our ministry partners at CEF of Eastern PA as 

they search for a new director for that ministry.  
•Pray for our ministry partners at CEF of Lancaster as 

the Director, Chris Wenden, has been on medical leave.  
SATURDAY 
•Praise the Lord that the plumbing in our office building 

has been upgraded successfully by a plumber who 
donated time, labor and materials! 

•Pray for safe shipments of materials far and wide. 
SUNDAY 
•Praise God for 60 years of ministry. Pray that we will 

remain faithful to the Word, dedicated to the mission 
and dependent upon the Savior. 

•Pray for the health of retired BVI staff and volunteers. 
•Pray for children to have their eyes opened to the 

reality of their sin and deserved judgment and to the 
reality of a forgiving God who offers salvation through 
Jesus Christ. May they come to the Savior.

What do Canada and Cuba have in common? 
Club DJ (David & Jonathan)! Our friends 
Jerry & Sharon Durston lead Club DJ up in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, Canada. This 
mid-week club program for churches is 
made up of BVI Bible lessons and stories 
combined with student activity books and 
other resources.

 
N o w t h e 
Durstons have the 
opportuni ty to help 50 house 
churches in Cuba start Club DJ this 
fall. In February the Durston’s 
travelled to the island and helped 
train workers to use the materials. 
They also identified a suitable printer 
to supply the resources in country. 

Now, sponsors are needed to help 
each of these churches get the 
materials. Each sponsorship is $1200 

and so far 15 clubs are sponsored. If you would like to have a part in this 
project, contact us or visit: www.biblevisuals.org/projects

CANADA & CUBA CONNECTION

Tom & Betsy Luttmann with Jerry and Sharon Durston
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A FAREWELL 
In March, we said farewell to Dave Spangler who has 
served with our small office staff since 2015. Dave has 
provided oversight of our production projects and helped 
with numerous special projects. You may have even heard 
his voice on the phone if you have called the BVI office. 


Dave will be moving to Virginia later this year which means 
he will be a whole lot closer to some of his grandchildren. 


We presented this handmade wall hanging from India as 
our thanks for Dave’s service in reaching the children of 
the world with the Gospel. 

60 YEARS  
OF HELPING 

CHILDREN SEE 
JESUS 

This year marks 60 years since Bible Visuals International 
started under the leadership of Helen Odenwelder. 
Anniversaries are great opportunities to take stock and to 

count the many, many 
blessings from God’s 
hand.

 

We will be gathering this 
fall to do just that and 
we’d love for you to join 
us!


SAVE THE DATE 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25th

at


Shady Maple 
Smorgasbord


MORE DETAILS TO 
FOLLOW



