
It's been way too long since our 
last update. The best way I can 
summarize what's been going 
on since the fall of last year is 
to give you some stats:

Since last October we have....

• published 3 new stories
• published 1 new hymn
• updated 1 story into full color
• reprinted 7 volumes 

• launched our new BVI website (Check it out! 
www.biblevisuals.org)

• travelled to ministry meetings/conferences in 
-Pennsylvania
-New York

-Ohio 
-Illinois

 -North Carolina
-Delaware 
-Ontario, Canada

• visited missionary friends in France

• working on setting up distribution agreements 
with some outside ministries and distributors. 

At home, we (heavy emphasis on Betsy and the kids) have finished our first full year of homeschooling 
for Elijah, Samuel and David. That dynamic has been a challenge, yet a real blessing.
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Macro & Micro Update

http://www.biblevisuals.org


We are now approaching another busy summer of ministry that will involve us taking part in two CEF 
day camps here in Pennsylvania, helping with our church's VBS, representing BVI at three ministry 
conferences and speaking at a few churches. 

Now that I've given you the macro look at what we've been doing, let me focus in on a couple of these 
events.

At the end of April/beginning of May, Betsy and I had the 
amazing opportunity to visit missionary friends, Mike and 
Liz Cole who live in Luzarches, France. We could not 
have done this if it had not been for our church friends, 
Bob & Sue Storck who took care of ALL FIVE of our 
children for nine days! They have our vote to be added to 
the French Legion of Honor.

Mike & Liz and family were able to give us a tour of Paris 
and Normandy since their children were on school break 
as well. 

There were so many highlights from the trip–The Arc de 
Triomphe, Notre Dame, a river tour on the Siene, The 
Montmatre, Juno and Omaha Beaches in Normandy, 
Chateau de Chantilly... (see a few picture highlights at the 
end of the newsletter)

However, there were three things that really stood out:

1.Visiting the Cole's church in St. Denis–Temple 
Evangelique Baptiste was perhaps the most ethnically 
diverse church I've ever attended. There are members 
from France, India, Gabon, Algeria, etc. What a joy to see 
them all gather to worship and praise the same God we 
worship. We may not have understood everything, but just 
hearing the service in French reminded me of these words 
from Revelation, chapter 9:

"After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches 
in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!”"

2. Fellowshipping with the Coles in their 
home–Sitting with Mike and Liz in the evenings really helped put 
missions/missionaries in perspective. We talked about raising children, 
schooling, spiritual battles, etc. Missionaries aren't somehow exempt 
from these same challenges. Witnessing daily life in 
Luzarches also put American christianity in perspective. It's 
sobering to see friends being salt and light in a town where 
they may very well be the only Christians. What a contrast 

At the park with Uncle Bob & Aunt Sue!

enjoying Raclette 
with the Coles



to Lancaster County where we have churches of every denomination and preference of practice within 
those denominations. I cherish unity and fellowship in the body of Christ even more now.

3. Reunion with the Dodelers–It's been six years since we moved 
from Illinois to come to Pennsylvania and BVI. Prior to moving, we 
were part of First Baptist Church of Rochelle, Illinois. It was there that 
we became friends with Jeremie and Damaris Dodeler. They were in 
the midst  of deputation to go to France as missionaries with Baptist 
World Missions. As it turned out, they were able to leave for France 
about a week apart from when we left for Pennsylvania. We never 
imagined that our reunion would come in France. The Dodelers live in 
Amiens and drove an  hour and half to visit us at the Cole's house. Our 
afternoon was even sweeter with the assortment of French pastries 
they brought with them! 

A fourth highlight was definitely the French bread! Pain au chocolat, mmm!

Just after getting back from 
France, we packed up again 
(with the whole family) and 

headed to a conference for 
Child Evangelism Fellowship in North Carolina. This 
conference focused on CEF workers here in the 
United States. As always, it was wonderful to interact 
with so many who are dedicated to declaring the 
Gospel to children. It's an extra encouragement to 
hear stories of how they are using BVI materials as 
well! 

One particular highlight, though, came 
through a ministry partner abroad. Brother David, as he is referred to, helps 
coordinate children's ministry efforts in a predominately Muslim country in Asia. I had 
met him previously at a conference about five years ago. At that time, he had shared 
the need for stories like BVI produces. These stories clearly share the Gospel like 
Bible lessons, yet without getting as much attention from those opposed to these 
evangelistic efforts. We donated several books to help him, but especially with the 
language barrier, we weren't sure we'd ever hear from him again. 

Fast forward to 2016. Brother David was there at the conference. I had a chance to 
chat right before one of the preaching sessions. He told me that they had indeed used 
the materials we had provided and that he had them all translated into the language of 
the country where he serves. These resources are being used in weekly ministry there 
with 16,000 children! 

Brother David shared the files with me via email. Now, we will be able to add them to our 
collection of downloadable translations so that others in this language group can access 

them as well. We also had opportunity to supply Brother David with even more BVI materials!

Thank you for your support and partnership with our family in this ministry. The mission field of children 
has no boundaries and the Gospel is good news to all who believe!

Helping Children See Jesus!

our crazy crew in Montreat, North Carolina

BVI materials in the 
language of "country B"
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